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 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 And blessed be his kingdom,  now and for ever.  Amen 

 There is one Body and one Spirit; 

 There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

 One God and Father of all 

 The Lord be with you. 



 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

The Celebrant prays the Collect of the Day. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading (Lesson) from 1 Kings 3:5-12 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give 
you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; 
and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne to-
day. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 
evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not 
asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding 
to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no 
one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

 
 

Psalm 119:129-136 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

132 Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

    136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
           because people do not keep your law. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 



The Epistle 
    
A Reading (Lesson) from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (8:26-39) 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; 
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will sepa-
rate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

 
 

The Cantor sings an Alleluia and verse. 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that some-
one took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (13:31-33, 44-52) 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ-. 



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it 
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

 

The Sermon 

The Confirmation 

The Bishop says 

The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 

Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 

 

The Bishop asks the candidates 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Candidate  I do. 

Bishop 

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidate  I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their life in Christ? 

People  We will. 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints,     
the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  
 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 



Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome 

sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your ser-

vice.  Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism.  Send them forth 

in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

For Confirmation 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

 



Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and sustain him all 
the days of his life. Amen. 

or this 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for ever, and daily   

increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit 

ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in 

this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through    Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Ending of a Pastoral Relationship 

Fr. Dave:  On the 16th day of January, 2010, I was inducted by Bishop Beckwith as rector of St. Matthews.  I 

have, with God’s help and to the best of my abilities, exercised this trust, accepting its privileges and responsi-

bilities. 

After prayer and careful consideration, it now seems to me that I should leave this charge, and            I public-

ly state that my tenure as rector of St. Matthew’s ends this day. 

Bishop: Do you the people of St. Matthew’s, recognize and accept the conclusion of this pastoral relationship? 

 We do. 

Then the departing minister may express thanksgiving to the congregation and its leadership.  Family mem-

bers may also respond. 

The leadership and congregation are invited to briefly respond to the minster and family. 

The Bishop then indicates what provision is being made to ensure continuity of ministry in the parish. 

The Congregation and departing minster then say together. 

O God, you have bound us together for a time as priest and people to work for the advancement of your 

kingdom in this place: We give you humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we have shared in 

these years new past. 

Silence 

We thank you for your patience with us despite our blindness and slowness of heart.  We thank you for 

your  forgiveness and mercy in the face of our many failures. 

Silence 

Especially we thank you for  your never-failing presence with us through these years, and for the deeper 

knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained 

Silence 

We thank you for those who have been joined to this part of Christ’s family through baptism.  We 

thank you for opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word, and for feeding us abun-

dantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son. 

Silence 

 



Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with us who stay; and grant that all of us, by drawing ever 

nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of your saints. All this we ask for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

The Departing Minister says  

 
 
The Offertory Hymn            
        

 

    
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings  

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 

https://bcponline.org/HE/pphe2.html


consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spir-
it all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 
 
People and Celebrant 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation, 

And now, as our Savior  

Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say,  



     but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of 

your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit.  We thank 

you for raising up among us faithful servants of your Word and Sacraments.  We thank 

you especially for the work of Dave Halt among us,  and the presence of his family here.  

Grant that both he and we may serve you in the days ahead, and always rejoice in your 



glory, and come at length into your    heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

The Departing Minister or the Bishop pronounces the blessing. 

 

The Dismissal 

The Deacon dismisses the people. 

 

 


