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Sunday, July 30
Romans 12:9-21 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. (v.14
NIV)

| once worked with a younger woman who took a great disliking to me. I’'m
not sure exactly why. I believe it had something to do with my faith. I was not
silent about my faith in Christ and it somehow offended and bothered her. She
would go out of her way to make nasty comments and complaints towards me.
Being a Christian and wanting to please God, | always held my tongue and did not
reply to her accusations or complaints.

Sometime later it was announced that she was expecting her first child. |
wasn’t overly happy or excited for her at first hearing. But then God worked on my
heart and mind and gave me the idea to buy a gift for her and her child. | admit,
that was not my first thought or plan!

But after buying a nice gift for the child and giving it to her, things changed
a bit. We never became good friends but the animosity was gone and she no longer
looked for outward ways to attack me personally. God had overcome evil with
good. We do well to take heed to God’s advice in the Bible.

2 Samuel 1:17-27; Psalms 24, 29; Matthew 25:31-46
ANGLICAN CYCLE: PRAY for Pennsylvania - (Province Ill, The Episcopal
Church) The Rt Revd Daniel Gutierrez; Pittsburgh — (Province I11) The Rt Revd
Dorsey W M McConnell
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church, Granite City, The Rt.
Rev. Anthony F. M. Clavier, Vicar; Nzega Parish, Tanzania, Rev. Thobias Lubika
Rural Dean; The Mission of St John the Evangelist, San Juan de Miraflores, Peru,
The Rev. Luis Villalobos, Priest in Charge; Birthday of The Very Rev. Canon
David M. Baumann, Salem.

Monday, July 31
Acts 15:36—16:5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in
numbers. (v.5)

This passage in Acts makes me think of my own home church. It talks about
people of the faith preaching the word, strengthening churches, and also about
people in general. | think of the leadership of our church when | read this.

When Paul and Barnabas parted ways they did so because of a “sharp
disagreement”. Many times, in leadership especially, you can find this to be true.



There is a disagreement and hopefully a Biblical response and resolution. But also
the Word of the Lord continues to be spread and the church in general is still
strengthened. People can disagree in leadership and yet still maintain a relationship
with others and with God.

This passage reminds me to pray for our church and its staff. The enemy
prowls around seeking whom he may devour. We have the responsibility to pray
for our pastors and teachers and leaders for unity in the Spirit. Have you prayed for
your pastor recently? If not, do so today.

2 Samuel 2:1-11; Psalms 56, 57, 58; Mark 6:14-29
ANGLICAN CYCLE: The Most Revd Dr Winston Halapua Bishop of Polynesia
and Primate and Archbishop of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand
and Polynesia;
Polynesia - Vanua Levu and Taveuni - (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) The Rt Revd
Apimeleki
Nadoki Qiliho; Polynesia - Viti Levu West - The Rt Revd Apimeleki Qiliho
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Brant V. and Stephanie
Hazlett, Mt. Carmel

Tuesday, August 1
Mark 6:30-46 They all ate and were satisfied. (v.42)

You know that full feeling you get after eating a good meal? It’s that feeling
of being content and satisfied. This is what | believe the people felt after Jesus’
feeding of the five thousand.

The story tells us that there were only five loaves of bread and two fish to
feed thousands of people. Then after Jesus blessed the food and broke the loaves it
was multiplied to feed the many who were there. The story also tells us the
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of leftovers. That is a lot of leftovers!

Not only does this story show us provision, multiplication, and miraculous
power, it shows us God satisfies. Jesus didn’t just serve up little tiny scraps and
pieces for people to eat. The story shows us they ate and were satisfied to the full.
Jesus not only filled their stomachs but also their souls. This is God’s provision for
us as well. When we feed on Him and His provision, we can be satisfied to the full.
I give thanks for God’s glorious abundance in all that He does.

2 Samuel 3:6-21; Psalms 61, 62; Acts 16:6-15
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Port Elizabeth - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Nceba
Nopece
DIOCESAN CYCLE: The Rev. Benjamin D. Hankinson, Mt. \ernon, Ordination to
the Priesthood; Wedding anniversary of The Rev. John D. and Barbara Richmond,
Bartonville.
St. Matthew ’s:Allan Horsman’s birthday.




Wednesday, August 2

Mark 6:47-56 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was
against them. About the fourth hour of the night he went out to them, walking on
the lake. He was about to pass by them... (v.48)

| have a question when | read this passage. | wonder why Jesus was about to
pass by the disciples. It is curious to me that Scripture includes this phrase in the
NIV. I don’t have an answer. Instead I see Jesus’ compassion in the next verse.

The next verse tells us that the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water. It
also tells us they cried out in fear, thinking he was a ghost. The NIV uses the word
“immediately” to describe Jesus’ action. He calls out to them and gets into the boat
with the disciples.

| can only think that Jesus saw his friends straining at the oars and the look
of fear in their eyes when he was about to pass them by. He also heard the panic in
their voices when they cried out in fear, thinking he was a ghost walking on the
water. In his compassion, Jesus changed his mind of walking on water the rest of
the way and got into the boat with the disciples instead.

And so it 1s with us. Jesus sees our struggles and fears and enters our “boat”
with us, bringing calm and peace. | give thanks to Jesus for his former humanity
and understanding my fears and struggles.

2 Samuel 3:22-39; Psalm 72; Acts 16:16-24
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Popondota - (Papua New Guinea) The Rt Revd Lindsley
Ihove; Port Moresby - New Guinea The Rt Revd Denny Bray Guka
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Dr. Ralph N. and Jan
McMuichael, St. Louis, MO.; Birthday of Hannah, wife of The Rev. Matthew C.
Dallman, Pekin

Thursday, August 3
Acts 16:25-40 He was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he
and his whole family. (v.34b)

| belong to a small group of women who study the Bible weekly. Each of us
are mothers and also have grandchildren. A prayer request that comes up often is
the salvation of our family members—especially our children and grandchildren.

We believe the greatest gift and legacy we can pass down in our family is a
saving knowledge of God and personal relationship with Jesus Christ. This is our
hope and desire for those within our families.

This passage is an encouragement that God also has the welfare of both
individuals and families in mind. May we keep praying for our families to come to
a saving knowledge of Christ no matter how impossible it may seem. God wants
our family to know Him personally too. Thank God for His indescribable gift of
knowing Him.



2 Samuel 4:1-12; Psalms 70, 71; Mark 7:1-23
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Port Sudan - (Northern, Sudan) The Rt Revd Abdu Elnur
Kodi
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of Jane Kamau, wife of The Rev. James K.
Muriuki, Cape Girardeau, MO. Birthday of Mary Beth, widow of the Very Rev.
Dr. Keith R. Roderick, Carlinville. Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Zachary D.
and Leah Brooks, Jacksonville.
St. Matthew ’s: Julie & Jim Cooper’s wedding anniversary.

Friday, August 4
2 Samuel 5:1-12 And he became more and more powerful because the LORD God
Almighty was with him. (v.10)

When | first came to know Christ, | had a lot of bad habits. It was hard for
me to say no. It was hard to say no to drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, and even other
people. | wanted to clean up my life and stop the habits | knew were dishonoring to
God. But | was weak. My Spirit was willing but the flesh was strong. | needed
God’s help in many areas.

The more | said no to these habits, the stronger | became in following God. |
had to do my part in saying no to certain things. As I asked God’s help and
continued to read the Bible and quote it often, the stronger | got. My Spirit grew in
the ability to say no to the “bad” things and yes to the right way of living. The
Holy Spirit became more prevalent in my life and showed in the things | did and
did not do. | did my part and the Holy Spirit gave me power when | needed it the
most. And now | can say, with confidence, that the Holy Spirit is more powerful in
my life than ever.

Psalm 69; Acts 17:1-15; Mark 7:24-37
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Portsmouth - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd
Christopher Foster
DIOCESAN CYCLE: May we know Lord that your love has forgiven us.
St. Matthew ’s:Jenny Pitts’ birthday.

Saturday, August 5
2 Samuel 5:22—6:11 David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, “How can
the ark of the LORD ever come to me?” (v.9)

Before | came to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, | was afraid
of God. | was afraid God was angry with me. | was afraid God did not love me. |
was afraid that God wanted to punish me for all my sins. | was afraid in other ways
too. | was simply afraid of this concept of God in general.

I, like David, did not understand how God (the ark), could ever “come to
me.” Then | heard the gospel and good news about Jesus Christ. | came to



understand John 3:16. | began to understand God’s love for me through His Son
Jesus Christ. I learned that “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him” (John 3:17).

I came to understand God’s love for me. Now I am no longer afraid of God.
I am certain of His love for me. I stand confident in the words of Jesus, “I no
longer call you servants...Instead | have called you friends” (John 15:15).

Psalms 75, 76; Acts 17:16-34; Mark 8:1-10

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Pretoria - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Johannes Seoka
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Wedding anniversary of the Rev. Can. Robert B. and Terry
Koehler, San Antonio, TX; Wedding anniversary of the Rev. Charles J. and Gina
Reischman, Littleton, CO; Birthday of Greg Shaw, husband of The Rev Mary
Christine “Mollie” Ward, Bloomington.
St. Matthew’s: Zach Davingman’s birthday.
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For the St. Matthew’s Community, please remember the following in your
prayers this week:

Pray for the sick and those in distress: Linda S., Reva, Jeff B., Jim T., Melissa
B., Megan R., Carol K., Amanda D., Drew Q., Wendy R., Eric, Stephanie, Janet
H., DiAnne W., Carlos L., Charlie, Tim H. and family, Greg P., Linda S., Phyllis
P., and Lila.

Pray for those in military service:
Pray for the Faithful Departed: William, Aaron

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Alicia P.,
Barb W., Daniel T.

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev.
Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt.
Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.
Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of
the Altar.



