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Sunday, March 8

Psalm 96 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. (v.1 NIV)

Being overwhelmed with thanksgiving for God’s goodness is joy in the Lord to me. Telling how He has provided encourages others and builds my trust in the power and goodness of our living God. That is a double blessing. These reminders guide me when the next obstacle arises; they help me make the choices that lead to joy.
So when our son considered changing apartments, with careful consideration of the benefits and constraints, and also came to us for wisdom, we released him to discover joy for himself. He procrastinated, considered benefits vs. energy, tried to get us involved with internet searches and landlord appointments, apologized for progress, connected with a seasoned broker, and finally found a great new living situation.
Along the way he learned that, with God’s help, he could work 60 hours a week, study for the premed entrance exam, and find a new home—just he and the Lord working together. We were blessed too as we watched him grow in faith.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Jeremiah 6:9-15; Psalm 93; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Mark 5:1-20
ANGLICAN CYCLE: PRAY for Meru – (Kenya) The Rt Revd Charles Mwendwa

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Emanuel Memorial, Champaign, The Rev. Beth H. Maynard, Rector; Urambo Parish: The Rev. Shadrack Sabaya, The Rev. Alex Iseke, Curate, Urambo, Tanzania; The Mission of Jesus Source of Life, District of Comas, Lima, Peru, Ms. Edith Varillas. Lay Minister; Pray for the attendees at the Annual ECW Retreat finishing today at Toddhall.

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Rector, Wardens, Vestry and Staff of St. Matthew’s.
Monday, March 9
Psalm 80 Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. (vv.3, 7, 19)

Restore us so that we may be saved is repeated three times for emphasis. For me, restoration means humbly and fearlessly facing my Lord with faith in His mighty power to restore and redeem. I am learning to choose restoration for when I sin, as well as physical issues, feelings, thoughts, or memories, too.

If my circumstance is producing anything besides the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 6:22), it becomes a red flag for me to seek restoration and freedom.
I was driving on a toll road with exits for fuel about every 60 miles when my “reserve fuel” light flashed. I had just passed a fuel exit and was now filled with blame, shame, fear, anger, and no self-control. It was a rapid descent from the “joy in the Lord” mountain I had been on. So, I connected with my living God. Now, I had great options—let Him provide for my peace, self-worth, self-control, and protection or watch as He stretched my gas reserves beyond earthly expectation. He did both.

Jeremiah 7:1-15; Romans 4:1-12; John 7:14-36
ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Mexico – (Mexico) The Rt Revd Carlos Touche-Porter; Western Mexico – The Rt Revd Lino Rodriguez-Amaro.

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Anniversary of the organization of the Diocese of Illinois at Peoria, 1835; Trinity Church, Jacksonville, Admitted to the Diocese of Illinois, 1835

ST. MATTHEW’S: Birthday of Janet Johnson.

Tuesday, March 10
Romans 4:13-25 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” (v.18)

So, one hundred-year-old Abraham had faith in God’s power and desire to fulfill His promise—to make him the father of many nations and give him offspring! Abraham’s faith is an encouraging reminder for me.
My sister cut her hand, severed nerves, had no sensation or movement in two fingers, and was scheduled for surgery. She called; I quickly discerned her fear over the surgical outcome, as her professional work requires two fully functioning hands. The shock of facing the surgery alone (her husband and son had just left on a plane) and her confusion over numerous details also needed to be addressed. We prayed and God provided in an unusual way. He told us not to limit Him to a surgical healing. We humbly repented and were thankful for His peace and kind words.

God coordinated a perfect surgical healing, but the reminder for us to realize the power and love He has for us was a bigger blessing.

Jeremiah 7:21-34; Psalm 78:1-39; John 7:37-52

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Eastern Michigan – (V, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Todd Ousley; Michigan – The Rt Revd Wendell Gibbs.

DIOCESAN CYCLE:   Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Way, the Truth and the Life.

ST. MATTHEW’S: Children’s Ministry.

Wednesday, March 11
Romans 5:1-11 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And, hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. (vv.3-5)

Rejoicing in suffering? Really? These verses have become a comforting reminder that I have a choice when suffering comes my way. Will I stay in the suffering, hopeless and angry, feeling worthless and unloved, hurting someone back, and expecting no help? Or, will I be a warrior and overcomer with my Savior’s help? A warrior who claims God’s promises of a good future for all of us—humbly asking and receiving help—who all the while stands strong in perseverance and hope to experience the fullness of God’s love and to be thankful for it.
I am reminded of times of personal or family suffering with an unexpected job change, shame or guilt over poor choices and their consequences, helplessness when a situation gets out of control, a loved one’s diagnosis of untreatable cancer, confusion and fear from other’s purposeful behavior, and so on….
None of these situations turned out as I wanted or expected. Instead, I have learned to rejoice in the strength and encouragement of God’s love—through the power of the Holy Spirit—that is given to me during these circumstances.
Jeremiah 8:18—9:6; Psalm 119:97-120; John 8:12-20
ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Minna – (Lokoja, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Daniel Abu Yisa.

DIOCESAN CYCLE:    Praise be to God in His great love for us.

ST. MATTHEW’S: Music Ministry

Thursday, March 12
John 8:21-32 “The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” (v.29)

My first thoughts are, “If only I could always do what pleases the Father….” Then, I am reminded that the answer to my times of regret, shame, and disappointment is Jesus Christ.
Jesus always did what pleases the Father because he stayed intimately connected with Him at all times. He revealed the nature of the Father through thought, word, and deed: healing the sick and seeing God’s promises for each of us to be transformed in His image. 
May I keep my focus on my loving God the Father—who created me for delight and has given me all resources to bear much fruit, on God the Son—my Savior Jesus Christ who chose to shed his blood for my pain and hurts in exchange for newness of life in me, and on the Holy Spirit who is God in me—my wise counselor, guide, and friend who promises to never leave or forsake me.
May I wake up every morning and look in the mirror to see a beloved Daughter of the King who has worked in the kingdom to glorify God.

Jeremiah 10:11-24; Psalms 83, 42, 43; Romans 5:12-21

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Minnesota – (VI, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Brian Prior.

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Ordination to the Priesthood, Gene R. Tucker, Springfield.

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Birthday of Ora Bachmann, Martha Lakin and Roy Laws.

Friday, March 13

Psalm 88 But I cry to you for help, O Lord; in the morning my prayer comes before you. Why, O Lord, do you reject me and hide your face from me? (vv.13-14)

Have you ever had a time where something was really weighing you down, and you felt alone and helpless? I have, and I’m so thankful for the love of others to help me when I couldn’t ask.
My teenage son was stretching his wings as I worked almost full-time and my husband had a full-time job and was only home on weekends. I strived to be the perfect wife, mother, friend, and nurse practitioner—failure wasn’t an option. But, I forgot that my son is a gift from God and I was entrusted to care for him with God’s love—in tandem with God.

We were having dinner with a friend when my son announced that he wasn’t sure church confirmation was his choice. My friend, like an angel, intervened with wisdom and compassion. She prayed wisdom, freedom of choice, and boldness over my son. Her prayers directed me to see that my behavior was foolish and futile because I hadn’t asked God to be involved.

We can all be like angels to others on this journey if we keep our hearts open to God.

Jeremiah 11:1-8, 14-20; Romans 6:1-11; John 8:33-47

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Missionary District of Oeste – Brasil – Vacant

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Holy Spirit, give us hearts to understand.

ST. MATTHEW’S: For those in Discernment and Tim Leighton, Postulant to the Diaconate.

Saturday, March 14
John 8:47-59 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” (v.58)

It just can’t get any better than this. Jesus says here that he existed before Abraham. He applied God’s Holy Name to emphasize this reality. He established his identity.

And as we were created in the image of God, He has given us our true identity, guaranteeing a rich and eternal inheritance to everyone who chooses. It makes my heart sing:
Come down, O love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, shall far out pass the power of human telling; for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. (Hymn 516)

Jeremiah 13:1-11; Psalms 87, 90; Romans 6:12-23
ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Milwaukee – (V, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Steven Miller; Mississippi – (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Duncan Gray; Mississippi – The Rt Revd Brian Seage.

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Ordination to the Priesthood, Mark S. Winward, Valrico, FL; Birthday of Linda Holt-Monson, widow of the Rev. Edward Holt, Hot Springs Village, AR.

ST. MATTHEW’S: The Funeral Mass of Lois Pfeifer, may her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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