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Annual Meeting Time

When I was in seminary one of
our professors used to joke that he
liked to schedule dental work for
the day after the annual meeting,
in order to have something less
painful with which to look
forward.

It is sad, but true, that most clergy
do not look forward to the annual
meeting.  How do we summarize
an entire year?  Are statistics and
reports the whole of the life of a
local church?  Why is there more
conversation on finances than
discipleship?  Can we get enough
people to run for the open seats on
the Mission Leadership Team?

I used to be of that sort, where the
annual meeting produced a bit
more acid in the stomach and a bit
more anxiety.  Now, not so much. 

For us, the annual meeting is a
time not to reflect on the past year,
although there are reports, but for
us as a community to place our
mark on the new year.  It is about
looking forward and choosing
leaders who can help us reach out
into our community and help us
all to grow as Christians and as a
Church.  In short, it is a time to
recommit ourselves to the
proclamation of the Gospel of
Christ and to the work of the
ministry. This should be a time of
excitement and renewal, for the
opportunities and challenges of
2018 lie before us, and we get to
decide together how to meet
those.

So, as we gather on Sunday and
hear reports and elect our leaders,
let each of us consider our own

The Good News
January 19, 2018

Adult Formation
Will meet January 17, 24, & 31.  For these three weeks we will
work through the book of Ruth.  Watch this space for the
Lenten Study subject.

Time to Update the Directory
 In early 2018, we need to publish a new Congregational
Directory, and so it is time to gather updates and new
information.  We will leave 1 copy of the old directory out for
you to examine - if your information is incomplete, inaccurate,
or missing we ask that you fill out the reporting sheets
provided.  If you have a photo (.img format) to include, send it
to the Office (office@stmattsblm.org) and if you want to have a
photo taken at no charge, see Gary Ploense.

The Daily Devotional Reading
is available by clicking of the link below:
Good News Daily

Serving Schedule
21-January      ONE SERVICE ONLY - Annual Meeting
9:30 AM
Acolyte:  Liam Halt
Lector: Martha Carroll
E.M.:  Robin Levine
Monday Counter: Gary McGinnis
Coffee Hour: Harlan & Nona Noel
 
28-January
7:30
Greeter: Doug & Dede Dyson
Lector: Mark Gibson
E.M.: Bill Johns

http://files.constantcontact.com/4bd42add001/ce15289e-739e-414b-8a7d-16d47f4ceb02.pdf


role in the ministry of the Church
in 2018, and how we commit
ourselves to the flourishing of St.
Matthew's.  

In Christ's love,

Dave Halt, Rector
309-660-8515

Ministry Links
St. Matthew's Webpage

 The Episcopal Diocese of
Springfield

Rector's Blog

 
10:00
Acolyte:  Christian Pitts
Lector: Robin Levine
E.M.:  Jack Pitts
Monday Counter:Gary Ploense (sub)
Coffee Hour: Coopers

Annual Meeting
In accordance with the canons Sunday, January 21st, 2018 the
Eucharistic Community of St. Matthew's Episcopal Church will
hold it's Annual Meeting.  That day we will have only one morning
worship service at 9:30 a.m.  Following worship, all are invited to
meet for a simple Coffee Hour - hosted by the current MLT and the
meeting.

Annual meeting includes presentation of the 2018 Budget, Election
of 3 MLT (Mission Leadership Team) members and one lay
delegate to Synod, along with distribution for the annual Book of
Reports.

Outreach Opportunities 
ITEMS-OF-THE-MONTH
In January and February of the new year, let's help The Salvation
Army collect nonperishable food items to help needy people get
through the winter.  Here are suggestions:

Canned fruits & vegetables
Canned soups
Peanut butter
Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.)
Macaroni & cheese boxes
Box dinners
Any nonperishable food items

We will continue to collect and deliver gently used coats and other
winter items to The Salvation Army through January.  Thank you
all so very much for your continuing generosity.

The Outreach Committee

St. Matthew's Schedule for the week of January 21st
Coffee Hour briefly follows 9:30 a.m. worship in the Parish
hall, during the Annual Meeting

Sunday-5:30 p.m.-Evensong
Monday - 7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Monday - 5:30 p.m. - Brownies
Tuesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer

http://www.stmatthewsbloomington.org/
http://episcopalspringfield.org/
http://theologicalhumidor.com/


Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.- Quilters
Wednesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.-Light supper for participants
Wednesday-6:00 p.m.-Adult Formation & Catechists of

the Good Shepherd
Thursday-7:30 a.m.-Holy Eucharist and breakfast
Friday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
 

Office Hours:  Monday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

If you have anything you would like added to the schedule or
announcements in the bulletin and news letter please send an email
reply to the newsletter, or call the office.

Readings for January 21, 2018
Hymns: #537, #381, #550, #321, #539
Old Testament
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying,
"Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the
message that I tell you." So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began
to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty
days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" And the people
of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had
said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Psalm 62:6-14
Nonne Deo?
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
truly, my hope is in him.
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, *
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8 In God is my safety and my honor; *
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, *
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
all of them together.
12 Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride; *
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
that power belongs to God.



14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.

The Epistle
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown
short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as
though they had none, and those who mourn as though they
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were
not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they
had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is
passing away.

The Gospel
Mark 1:14-20
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news."
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the sea-for they were
fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make
you fish for people." And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending
the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

Birthdays & Anniversaries   January 21 - 27
Anniversaries

Birthdays
Alicia Perry

Phillip Brooks

Collect for January 21st 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior
Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his
salvation, that we and all the whole world may perceive the glory
of his marvelous works; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
 


