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Lent is here!

One more week to go in Lent!  I
pray that your disciplines and
fasting have led you closer to the
mystery of the Holy Cross.

This Sunday begins Holy Week,
or Passion Week.  We start off
Sunday's service with the Liturgy
of the Palms and quickly
transition to the Passion of Christ. 
It is designed to be jarring and
thought provoking.  In fact, this
entire week is a serious of
juxtapositions, of highs and lows. 
If you have never participated in
the fullness of the three day
journey of Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil,
I invite you to make this the year.

The proper liturgies will be
celebrated at 7PM each day. 
Maundy Thursday at St.
Matthew's. Good Friday at Christ
the King, Normal. Easter Vigil at
St. Matthew's.  The Parish Clergy
(Deacon Tim and I) will celebrate
the joint services.

As we enter Holy Week, I offer
the following from the Homilies
of Ephraim the Syrian (ca. 378).

"But our Lord was trampled on by
Death; and in His turn trod out a
way over Death.  This is He Who
made Himself subject to and
endured death of His own will,
that He might cast down death
against his (Death's) will. For our
Lord bare His cross and went
forth according to the will of
Death: but He cried upon the cross
and brought forth the dead from
within Sheol against the will of

The Good News
April 7,  2017

The Eucharistic Community of St. Matthew congratulates
The Rev. G. Timothy Leighton

on his ordination to the
Sacred Order of Deacons.

Many years!

PARTY!
My family and I would like you to help celebrate my 80th
birthday, on Saturday, April 8, 2--4 p.m., St. Matthew's Parish
Hall.

No presents, please.  Just your presence!     ANN SOKAN

Please see the invitation posted on our hallway bulletin board.

Parish Education
WEDNESDAY NIGH ACTIVITIES ARE ON HIATUS FOR
HOLY WEEK.



Death."

and

"This is the Son of the carpenter,
Who skillfully made his cross a
bridge over Sheol that swallows
up all, and brought over mankind
into the dwelling of life. Through
the tree then wherein bitterness
was tasted, through it also
sweetness was tasted; that we
might learn of Him that amongst
the creatures nothing resists Him.
Glory be to Thee, Who didst lay
Thy cross as a bridge over death,
that souls might pass over upon it
from the dwelling of the dead to
the dwelling of life!"

In Christ,

Fr. Dave
309-660-8515
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Family Thanks
Todd, Mallory, Jack and Nolan White would like to send a
gracious thank you to all of those at St. Matthew's who
provided meals, prayers,  kind words, and visits during my
 recovery from surgery this month. The food was delicious and
greatly appreciated as well as the prayers. Thank you so much.

Lent Schedule
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 5:30 each Friday in
Lent. 
 
Fr. Halt will be available to hear confessions from 3-5 on
Fridays in Lent, and between services on Sunday.  Other times
may be scheduled as needed.  To help prepare for confession a
small booklet is available in the literature racks.

Discussion of the Lenten book: Archbishop Justin
Welby's, Dethroning Mammon continues each Sunday evening,
following Evensong.  Evensong is at 5:30 and discussion
begins at 6 pm.
 

Holy Week Schedule
April 9, Palm Sunday: Regular Sunday Schedule.
April 10, Monday in Holy Week: Eucharist at 7AM.
April 11, Tuesday in Holy Week: Morning Prayer at 7AM.
April 12, Wednesday in Holy Week: Eucharist at 7AM. No
evening activities.
April 13, Maundy Thursday: Morning prayer at 7:30AM
and Maundy Thursday Liturgy at 7PM followed by the prayer
vigil.
April 14, Good Friday: Morning Prayer at 7AM and Good
Friday Liturgy at 7PM.  Evening service will be joint service
held at Christ the King.
April 15, Holy Saturday: Liturgy at 9AM and Easter Vigil at
7PM.  Easter Vigil is joint service held at St. Matthew's.
April 16, Easter Day: Rite I at 7:30AM and Rite II at
10AM. Continental Breakfast Fellowship held 8:30-9:45. 
Please bring an item to share for the Fellowship.

Sign-Up Now
Sign-Up Sheets are always posted on the bulletin boards
outside the office, and across from the Parish Hall.

Please help those homebound members with a meal.  If you
might be available to share in this occasional ministry, please
sign up today.  For questions contact Phyllis Halt.

http://www.stmatthewsbloomington.org/
http://episcopalspringfield.org/
http://theologicalhumidor.com/


Movie Night
 Join us Saturday Evening, April 29, for the movie "Queen of
Katwe".  This is the true story of Phiona Mutesi, the slums of
Uganda, opportunity, tenacity, and chess.  A truly uplifting
film.
 
Movie will begin at 6:00 PM.  Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will
be provided.
 

Morning Prayer - Standard Schedule
Morning Prayer is offered at 7AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Friday, and at 7:30 AM on Thursday.  The fourth Thursday at 7:30 AM is
often Holy Eucharist.  

Intercessory Prayer
Intercessory Prayer is offered at 8 p.m. on Monday, and on
Thursday at 12:15.

Guild of the Holy Rosary
Meets immediately after the 10:00 service on Sunday morning and
Wednesdays at 5:30pm.

Outreach Opportunities 
March & April Items of the Month
As we continue into the new year please consider assisting those in
our community who are seeking help to escape the abuse of
domestic violence.  Mid Central Community Action's (MCCA)
emergency shelter, Neville House, provides safe harbor, assists and
provides families in crisis situations with individual and group
counseling for adults and children, and serves as a community
resource providing awareness, advocacy, and education on the issue
of domestic violence.
 
Neville House personnel have suggested the following necessary
supplies for the shelter and its residents: women and children who
arrive with literally the clothing they have on their backs and
nothing else need comfortable pajama/lounge-like clothes, in a
variety of sizes along with t-shirts, underwear, socks, and diapers
(of all sizes). In addition, personal hygiene items such as: bath
soaps, lotions, shampoos/conditioners, toothpaste and brushes are
always in short supply.  Cleaning supplies for the bathroom and
kitchen along with paper products (especially toilet paper) are
always needed.  Please help by providing nonperishable canned
goods and boxed meals for the pantry. Grocery store gift cards also
assist in helping provide fresh produce, dairy and other perishable
items for the kitchen.
 



Keep in mind some children may arrive having left a favorite toy or
book behind because of the need to leave quickly.  Please consider
providing some small (new or gently used) toys and books that may
provide some comfort to a child who has been removed from all
they have previously known. 
 
And lastly, because of the ongoing unsolved problems with the
transit situation, any monetary gifts would be appreciated to assist
in transporting residents to doctor appointments, job interviews,
and/or their children to school/daycare.
 
Please place supplies in the Outreach baskets in the narthex and the
hallway beside the fireplace.  We bless and thank each and every
one of you for your continued generosity to those in need in our
community.

The Outreach Committee will hold its spring Book/DVD/Bake
Sale on Saturday, April 22, 8 AM - 12 Noon.  Please bring your
donations of books, DVDs, VHS tapes and other recordings to the
parish hall and place near the book shelves.  If you need any help
getting donations to the church, please call Debbie Leighton at 662-
7478.

Parish Schedule for the week of April 9th
Coffee Hour follows worship in the parish hall.

Sunday-11:00 a.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Sunday-5:30 p.m.-Evensong
Sunday-6:00 p.m.-Lenten Book Discussion
Monday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Monday-8:00 p.m.-Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Tuesday-10:00 a.m.-Quilters
Wednesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Wednesday-5:30 p.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Thursday-7:30 a.m.-Morning Prayer & Breakfast
Thursday-6:00  p.m.-Cub Scouts
Thursday-7:00 p.m.-Maundy Thursday
Friday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Friday-7:00 p.m.-Good Friday at Christ the King
Saturday-8:00 a.m.-Men's Breakfast
Saturday-7:00 p.m.-Easter Vigil
 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday: Mornings, 8:00 a.m.- noon

If you have anything you would like added to the schedule or



announcements in the bulletin and news letter please send an email
reply to the newsletter, or call the office.

Good News Daily
This Week's Good News Daily is here. 

 

Readings & Music for April 9, 2017
Hymns: #154, #337

Old Testament
Isaiah 45:21-25

Psalm 22:1-11

The Epistle
Philippians 2:5-11

The Gospel
Matthew 26:36-27:66

Ministry Assignments for  April 9 & Holy Week
9-April
7:30
Greeters: Doug & Dede Dyson
Lector:
E.M.:
 
10:00
Acolyte:  Sarah Halt
Crucifer: Christian Pitts
Thurifur: Liam Halt
Lector: Brad Bauman
E.M.:  Emily Lavikoff
Monday Counter: Susan Clark
Coffee Hour: C. Wald, C. Cox, Levine/Smith Family
 
14-April
Acolyte:  Christian Pitts
 
15-April
Acolyte:  SB Carter & Sarah Halt
 
16-April  Easter
7:30
Greeters: Ray Durham
Lector: Liz Gordon
E.M.: Chris Bennett
 
10:00

http://files.constantcontact.com/4bd42add001/fcd2dd4c-9ba5-4f92-87f7-db6a1cf41935.pdf


Acolyte: 
Crucifer:  SB Carter
Thurifur:  Sarah Halt
Lector: Ann Sokan
E.M.: Jack Pitts
Monday Counter: Shelley
Coffee Hour: everyone - between services

Birthdays & Anniversaries   April 9 - 15
Anniversaries

Birthdays
Barbara Allsup
Lew Garrison
Cris Embree

Collect for Palm Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards
mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon
him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind
should follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant
that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contact Information
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
 


