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Many thanks to all who have
stepped forward to keep things
running smoothly over the past
week.  I am sure we are still
missing some things and so ask
for your continued patience.

At the Mission Leadership Team
(AKA Vestry) meeting on Monday
it was decided to accept a proposal
for replacing the carpet in the
Nave and Sanctuary. The plan is
to replace the carpet in the
Sanctuary with wood and to keep
the center aisle carpeted.  Carpet
will also continue around the front
of the first level of the Sanctuary
to serve as pad for the
Communion rail.

Jim Cooper is coordinating this
project, and will be forming an
aesthetic committee to choose the
wood and carpet shades.  If you
are interested in this work, please
make contact with him on Sunday.

In Christ,

Fr. Dave
309-660-8515
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Movie Night
 Join us Saturday Evening, April 29, for the movie "Queen of
Katwe".  This is the true story of Phiona Mutesi, the slums of
Uganda, opportunity, tenacity, and chess.  A truly uplifting
film.
 
Movie will begin at 6:00 PM.  Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will
be provided.
 

New Member/Inquirers Gathering
Fr. Halt will host a New Member/Inquirers Gathering on
Sunday, May 7th at 6PM (after Evensong).  We will meet in the
Parish Hall. 
 
This is a social event, but time will be set aside to answer
questions and discuss life at St. Matthew's.
 
All are welcome.
Beverages and snacks will be provided. 

Parish Education
Resumes this Wednesday at 6PM. Light supper served at 5:30.

From the MLT
 
The Mission Leadership Team (Vestry) has accepted bids and
has approved  a bid to replace the carpet in the sanctuary and
install hardwood flooring around the alter.  The cost of the
project is expected to be approximately $11,400.  Contributions
to cover these expenses can be made to St Matthews.  (Memo
line to read - flooring project)

http://www.stmatthewsbloomington.org/
http://episcopalspringfield.org/
http://theologicalhumidor.com/


Confirmation
 
We are compiling a list of individuals (youth and adults)
interested in confirmation/reception this fall.  Please let Fr. Halt
know if you are interested in this process.
 
The classes will occur monthly June-September. Time and
dates TBD based on participants schedules.

Mission Leadership Team
Meeting is scheduled for April 24th at 7PM.  All Mission
Leadership Team meetings are open meetings.

St. Michael's Conference
The St. Michael's Conference will be held June 11-17 at St.
Michael's Church in O'Fallon.  The conference is designed to
be both formational and fun.  It is open to all youth between the
ages of 13-19.  If you are interested, please see Fr. Dave for
more information.  The cost is $100 for the week.

Church Camp
The Episcopal Church camp of Illinois will be held at East Bay
Camp from July 2-8.  Camp is open to rising 1st Graders to
High School Seniors.  Brochures are available here and the
registration site is open. Camp is $250 for the week, and
scholarships are available.

Sign-Up Now
Sign-Up Sheets are always posted on the bulletin boards
outside the office, and across from the Parish Hall.

Please help those homebound members with a meal.  If you
might be available to share in this occasional ministry, please
sign up today.  For questions contact Phyllis Halt.

Morning Prayer - Standard Schedule
Morning Prayer is offered at 7AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Friday, and at 7:30 AM on Thursday.  The fourth Thursday at 7:30 AM is
often Holy Eucharist.  

Intercessory Prayer
Intercessory Prayer is offered at 8 p.m. on Monday, and on
Thursday at 12:15.

Guild of the Holy Rosary
Meets immediately after the 10:00 service on Sunday morning and

http://www.episcopalspringfield.org/wp-content/uploads/ECC-Brochure.pdf
http://www.eccillinois.org/


Wednesdays at 5:30pm.

Outreach Opportunities 
March & April Items of the Month
As we continue into the new year please consider assisting those in
our community who are seeking help to escape the abuse of
domestic violence.  Mid Central Community Action's (MCCA)
emergency shelter, Neville House, provides safe harbor, assists and
provides families in crisis situations with individual and group
counseling for adults and children, and serves as a community
resource providing awareness, advocacy, and education on the issue
of domestic violence.
 
Neville House personnel have suggested the following necessary
supplies for the shelter and its residents: women and children who
arrive with literally the clothing they have on their backs and
nothing else need comfortable pajama/lounge-like clothes, in a
variety of sizes along with t-shirts, underwear, socks, and diapers
(of all sizes). In addition, personal hygiene items such as: bath
soaps, lotions, shampoos/conditioners, toothpaste and brushes are
always in short supply.  Cleaning supplies for the bathroom and
kitchen along with paper products (especially toilet paper) are
always needed.  Please help by providing nonperishable canned
goods and boxed meals for the pantry. Grocery store gift cards also
assist in helping provide fresh produce, dairy and other perishable
items for the kitchen.
 
Keep in mind some children may arrive having left a favorite toy or
book behind because of the need to leave quickly.  Please consider
providing some small (new or gently used) toys and books that may
provide some comfort to a child who has been removed from all
they have previously known. 
 
And lastly, because of the ongoing unsolved problems with the
transit situation, any monetary gifts would be appreciated to assist
in transporting residents to doctor appointments, job interviews,
and/or their children to school/daycare.
 
Please place supplies in the Outreach baskets in the narthex and the
hallway beside the fireplace.  We bless and thank each and every
one of you for your continued generosity to those in need in our
community.

The Outreach Committee will hold its spring Book/DVD/Bake
Sale on Saturday, April 22, 8 AM - 12 Noon.  Please bring your
donations of books, DVDs, VHS tapes and other recordings to the
parish hall and place near the book shelves.  If you need any help
getting donations to the church, please call Debbie Leighton at 662-
7478.



Parish Schedule for the week of April 16th
        Brief Coffee time is between services

Sunday-11:00 a.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Monday-Office Closed
Monday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Monday-8:00 p.m.-Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Tuesday-10:00 a.m.-Quilters
Wednesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Wednesday-5:30 p.m.-light supper for participants
Wednesday-6:00 p.m.-adult bible study and Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd
Thursday-7:30 a.m.-Holy Eucharist & Breakfast
Thursday-6:00  p.m.-Cub Scouts meeting
Friday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Friday-6:00 p.m.-Brownie troop meeting
 
Office Hours:   Tuesday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

(noon)
 

If you have anything you would like added to the schedule or
announcements in the bulletin and news letter please send an email
reply to the newsletter, or call the office.

Good News Daily
This Week's Good News Daily is here

 

Readings & Music for April 16, 2017
Hymns: #212, #178 #318, #193

Acts 2:14a,36-41
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
the crowd, "Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty
that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified."
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and to the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we
do?" Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For
the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." And he
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying,
"Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." So those who

http://files.constantcontact.com/4bd42add001/fe38d755-f532-4b89-87f0-ad7513e16f14.pdf


welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand persons were added.

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
Dilexi, quoniam
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my
supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon
him.
2 The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
10 How shall I repay the Lord *
for all the good things he has done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people.
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.
14 O Lord, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord'S house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!

1 Peter 1:17-23
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people
impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during
the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from
the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.
He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to
the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one
another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and
enduring word of God.



Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and
talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were
kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, "What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They
stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place
there in these days?" He asked them, "What things?" They
replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over
to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it
is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover,
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb
early this morning, and when they did not find his body there,
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said; but they did not see him." Then he said to them, "Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their
sight. They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?" That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" Then they
told what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 
Will return next week.  We will also post belated birthdays.

Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter



O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his
disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith,
that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Contact Information
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
 


