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Lent is here!

Details of the weekly schedule
and special events during this time
set apart for repentance and
renewal can be found to the right
of this space.  Please take
advantage of any opportunities
you have to make your Lent one
of spiritual growth.

Since last week, I have been asked
several times what The Episcopal
Church's rules were regarding
Lenten Fasts.  Simply, put there
are none and you are free to
choose what you wish. 

However, that does not mean there
is no expectation of a  Lenten
Discipline.

If you are fasting, and I commend
it to all, please bear in mind that
our Eastern brothers and sisters
fast from wine, oil, dairy, eggs,
meat, and fish during this season. 
This severe fast is rooted in the
social dynamics of the Middle
East as these items were generally
available to the wealthy, while
the impoverished lived with
simpler fare. Frankly, it requires
the rich to live like the poor over
this period of time.  Of course, the
money not spent on the luxuries
listed above was/is to be set aside
for alms and providing for the
necessities of the poor.

Of course, we do no live in the
Middle East, and while I love
falafel, living on it is a bit
impractical in McLean County. 
So, what is the lesson?  Simply
this, in your fast make the
substitution that is reasonable and
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Parish Education
We are currently studying Revelation.  All are invited to study
this work together and discover the history and meaning of this
most enigmatic of books.

Lent Schedule
Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 5:30 each Friday in
Lent. 
 
Fr. Halt will be available to hear confessions from 3-5 on
Fridays in Lent, and between services on Sunday.  Other times
may be scheduled as needed.
 
To help prepare for confession a small booklet is available in
the literature racks.
 

Movie Night
Join us Saturday Evening, March 11, for the movie "Risen"
starring Joseph Fiennes as a Roman Tribune assigned to
investigate the strange events around a Jewish prophet.
 
Movie will begin at 6:00 PM.  Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will
be provided.
 
A short discussion will follow.  Friends are always invited.

The movie is rated PG-13.

Lenten Book
This year instead of a "Lenten Study" I am recommending that
we read together Archbishop Justin Welby's, Dethroning
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provide for the poor with the
resources you do not use for food. 
If you are going for meatless
Fridays, then don't indulge your
gluttony eating "all you can eat"
fish.  Support the fish fry, but limit
your quantity. 

I leave you with the advice of the
Shepherd of Hermas, an early
Christian document, on the subject
of fasting.

"...in that day on which you
fast you shall taste nothing
except bread and water, and
you shall reckon the price of
the expense for that day
which you are going to keep,
of the foods which you
would have eaten, and you
shall give it to a widow or
an orphan or to some one
destitute, and you shall thus
be humble-minded that
through your humility he
who receives it may fill his
soul and pray to the Lord for
you." (The Shepherd, Sim.,
V. III. 7)

May God grant you a holy Lent.

In Christ,

Fr. Dave
309-660-8515
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Mammon.  I have several copies available if you wish to
purchase one for $11.41.  Copies can also be purchased online
at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or as an e-book.
 
A discussion of the book will be held each Sunday evening in
Lent after Evensong (6PM).

Morning Prayer - Standard Schedule
Morning Prayer is offered at 7AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Friday, and at 7:30 AM on Thursday.  The fourth Thursday at 7:30 AM is
often Holy Eucharist.  

Intercessory Prayer
Intercessory Prayer is offered at 8 p.m. on Monday, and on
Thursday at 12:15.

Guild of the Holy Rosary
Meets immediately after the 10:00 service on Sunday morning and
Wednesdays at 5:30pm.

Outreach Opportunities 
March & April Items of the Month
As we continue into the new year please consider assisting those in
our community who are seeking help to escape the abuse of
domestic violence.  Mid Central Community Action's (MCCA)
emergency shelter, Neville House, provides safe harbor, assists and
provides families in crisis situations with individual and group
counseling for adults and children, and serves as a community
resource providing awareness, advocacy, and education on the issue
of domestic violence.
 
Neville House personnel have suggested the following necessary
supplies for the shelter and its residents: women and children who
arrive with literally the clothing they have on their backs and
nothing else need comfortable pajama/lounge-like clothes, in a
variety of sizes along with t-shirts, underwear, socks, and diapers
(of all sizes). In addition, personal hygiene items such as: bath
soaps, lotions, shampoos/conditioners, toothpaste and brushes are
always in short supply.  Cleaning supplies for the bathroom and
kitchen along with paper products (especially toilet paper) are
always needed.  Please help by providing nonperishable canned
goods and boxed meals for the pantry. Grocery store gift cards also
assist in helping provide fresh produce, dairy and other perishable
items for the kitchen.
 
Keep in mind some children may arrive having left a favorite toy or
book behind because of the need to leave quickly.  Please consider
providing some small (new or gently used) toys and books that may
provide some comfort to a child who has been removed from all
they have previously known. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-YlgIIZfQ5ouyyoIxUUgGyHHN0nqZ1KG5Yno3zlV_ogPMWFMT4Qa8ZNM8NouHYtLlGmATAjlxJ380JSevyXKcZebSH84ZBD-b2TYizxePKPAOwlWeapxvgCLxQRkgIokHwlvylkBdmjKcAm28HLzQ0MOzLYKmAvggl9bV_Tf1FkUlIXnlW36rDBzUQg3g56e&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-YlgIIZfQ5ouyyoIxUUgGyHHN0nqZ1KG5Yno3zlV_ogPMWFMT4Qa8ZNM8NouHYtLcX6XA9aMwGd4dATEDnbFL3npsux1MqIAqacFkd5ETpQeBi7WW2S1g9RoPiDvYAfAWPNR1TIwaN8Kp3YfzNQd8wIAl_ENV0wn13KCi0EPfL-h92XrAgFYGw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-YlgIIZfQ5ouyyoIxUUgGyHHN0nqZ1KG5Yno3zlV_ogPMWFMT4Qa8ZqJCQtoCchmDf2E0sTGm66NLGjWufDo-Pt8uSGy4kVIgiZlkNnI6i6McMwBgFORx_ZG1NbAVrBiLIZeG4BDRJ9XRVbhs4nDwWzgTgl_MXs5fe1SgFWVsNHa1iRySIxQHQ==&c=&ch=


 
And lastly, because of the ongoing unsolved problems with the
transit situation, any monetary gifts would be appreciated to assist
in transporting residents to doctor appointments, job interviews,
and/or their children to school/daycare.
 
Please place supplies in the Outreach baskets in the narthex and the
hallway beside the fireplace.  We bless and thank each and every
one of you for your continued generosity to those in need in our
community.

Parish Schedule for the week of March 5th
Coffee Hour follows worship in the parish hall.

Sunday-11:00 a.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Sunday-5:30 p.m.-Evensong
Sunday-6:00 p.m.-Lenten Book Discussion
Monday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Monday-8:00 p.m.-Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Tuesday-10:00 a.m.-Quilters
Wednesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Wednesday-5:30 p.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Wednesday-5:30 p.m.-Pot-luck supper
Wednesday-6:00 p.m.-Adult Formation and
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Thursday-7:30 a.m.-Holy Eucharist & Breakfast
Thursday-6:00 p.m.-Cub Scout meeting
Friday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Friday-5:30 p.m.- Stations of the Cross
Friday-6:00 p.m.-Brownie Troup meeting
Saturday-8:30 a.m.-Women's Breakfast Fellowship
 
 

  Office Hours:  Monday - Friday: Mornings, 8:00 a.m.- noon

If you have anything you would like added to the schedule or
announcements in the bulletin and news letter please send an email
reply to the newsletter, or call the office.

Good News Daily
This Week's Good News Daily is here. 

 

Readings & Music for March 5, 2017
Hymns: #147, #448, #143

Old Testament
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
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to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man,
"You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die."
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God
say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden; but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it,
or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will
not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves.

Psalm 32
Beati quorum
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.
6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should
go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
*
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.



12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

The Epistle
Romans 5:12-19
As sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned--
sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not
reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion
from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like
the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to
come.
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man's trespass, much more surely have the
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not
like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following
many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one
man's trespass, death exercised dominion through that one,
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in
life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for
all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and
life for all. For just as by the one man's disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many
will be made righteous.

The Gospel
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him,
"If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become
loaves of bread." But he answered, "It is written,
'One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
'He will command his angels concerning you,' 
and 'On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'"
Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.'"
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he
said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me." Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it



is written,
'Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.'"
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited
on him.

Ministry Assignments for  March 5 & 12
5-March
7:30
Greeters: Ray Durham
Lector: Mona Johnstone
E.M.: Chris Bennett
 
10:00
Acolyte:  Liam Halt
Crucifer:  Sarah Halt
Lector: Bob Kohlhase
E.M.: SB Carter & Bob Kohlhase
Monday Counter: SB Carter
Coffee Hour: Susan & Jeff Clark
 
12-March
7:30
Greeters: Doug & Dede Dyson
Lector: Chris Bennett
E.M.: Diane Gardner
 
10:00
Acolyte:  Alley Roberson
Crucifer: Brent Baughan
Lector: Karyn Smith
E.M.:  Jack Pitts &
Monday Counter: (Roy Laws) Gary Ploense
Coffee Hour: Cris Embree & Gary Ploense

Birthdays & Anniversaries   March 5 - 11
Anniversaries

Dede & Doug Dyson

Birthdays
Jane Shadid

George Dyson
Roger Hunt

Matt Matsuda

Collect for March 5th
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be
tempted of Satan: Make speed to help thy Servants who are
assaulted by manifold temptations; and, as thou knowest their
several infirmities, let each one find thee mighty to save: through



Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigheth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contact Information
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
 


